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Abstract:

Maritime outlets represent essential channels of communication between nations and the outside world,
as the geopolitical and economic standing of states is closely linked to their ability to possess and utilize
such outlets in strengthening their regional and international presence. Amid the accelerating global
transformations and the growing interdependence of strategic, political, and economic interests, the Grand
Al-Faw Port emerges as a strategic project whose impact extends beyond Iraq’s borders, positioning it as a
pivotal hub within the global trade network and the world energy map. The port is not merely a maritime
outlet; it constitutes a geopolitical instrument capable of connecting supply chains and trade routes
between East and West, thereby reducing logistical costs, accelerating trade exchanges, and enhancing
maritime security.

This research seeks to explore the geostrategic significance of the Grand Al-Faw Port within the framework
of regional and international balances, by tracing its historical background and analyzing the underlying
motivations behind its establishment. It also examines the economic, political, and security dimensions of
the project—particularly its linkage to major initiatives such as China’s Belt and Road Initiative and Iraq’s
Development Road Project—which together grant it a central position in the equation of global
competition. Furthermore, the study discusses the internal challenges, including limited financing and
delays in contractors’ commitments, alongside external challenges posed by parallel projects such as
Kuwait’s Mubarak Port, the enduring strategic role of the Suez Canal, regional railway connection projects,
and the implications of U.S.—China rivalry in the Arabian Gulf region.

The study concludes that the Grand Al-Faw Port cannot be confined to its economic function alone; rather,
it represents a geostrategic lever for reshaping regional power dynamics and reinforcing Iraq’s role as a
pivotal linkage in the global trade system. This, in turn, places Iraq before strategic opportunities and
challenges that will shape the contours of its regional and international role in the coming decades.

Keywords: Grand Al-Faw Port , Belt and Road Initiative ,Development Road Project , Mubarak Port.
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link: https://linksshortcut.com/MbEDd:

2. RT Arabic, https://linksshortcut.com/DXZpt, available at the link:
RT Arabic, A Major Project Linking Iran and Syria Through Iraqgi Territory, July 2, 2019, available at the
link: https://cutt.ly/CTMbY2y

4. The Grand Faw... The Port That Several Countries Oppose, translated and edited by Shireen Ahmed
Kilo, Rudaw Digital, available at the link: https://linksshortcut.com/DntBh
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https: //kitabat.com/2020/12/06«
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Mediterranean," Rawabet Center for Research and Studies, available at: https://Iinksshortcut.com/zsifk

8. Ali Ziad Al-Ali, 'Utilizing the Dimensions of Iraq's Geopolitical Powers in a Turbulent Regional
Environment,"” a study published on April 21, 2019, on the Al-Nahrain Center website, available at:
https://www.alnahrain.iq/post/417

9. Qaisar Al-Hashemi Al-Mubarga, 'The Dream of Generations - Al-Faw Economic City,” Irag News
Network, 2021, available at: https://anbaaaiq.net/15817

10. Muhammad Badri, 'Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port: A New Challenge to Kuwaiti-lragi Relations,"” a study
published in 2011, available at: https://linksshortcut.com/noKxK.

11. Iragi House Center, The Importance of Al-Faw Port and the Reasons for Geopolitical Conflicts Around It,
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* The Development Road Project: It is the first strategic Iraqi project aimed at changing the reality of the Iraqi
economy after 2003, from dependence on oil to diversification of sources of income, in addition to being a
regional project to link inter-trade between the East and the West. The project is an Iraqi idea that seeks to
invest in Iraq’s geographical location. On May 27, 2023, the Iraqi government launched a conference entitled
“The Iraqi Development Road” in the capital, Baghdad, with the participation of 9 countries (Saudi Arabia, the
Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait, the Sultanate of Oman, Syria, Jordan, Iran, and Turkey) and representatives of the
World Bank and the European Union. The project consists of two land and railway lines linking the Gulf to
Turkey via a road extending from Al-Faw, south of Basra Governorate, to the Fishkhabur area, north of
Dohuk Governorate, at an estimated cost of approximately $17 billion. It aims to transport goods from Asia to
Europe, as it will reduce travel time by more than 50%. In addition, the project includes the establishment of

integrated industrial cities to revive Iraqi industry. The project is linked to the completion of the Grand Faw
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Port, of which the Iragi government has completed approximately 85%. The project consists of three phases,
the first of which ends in 2028, and the second of which ends in 2029. The first is in 2038 and the third is in
2050.

" The Ancient Silk Road: An ancient historical route that extended from Chang'an, the capital of China during
the Han and Tang dynasties, to Europe via Central Asia and the Middle East. It was used from the 2nd century
BC until the 16th century for trade and the transport of Chinese goods, most notably silk (hence its name), to
the rest of the ancient world. This land route remained in use until the 16th century, when it was replaced by
the sea route. The Silk Road website includes 33 different sites.

* The Eastern Breakwater is a key component of the port project. Designed to act as a marine barrier extending
into the Gulf waters, it protects the port basins and the shipping lane from strong waves and ocean currents. It
is a rocky marine engineering structure extending approximately 8.2 kilometers in length. Completed by a
Greek company in 2019, it forms, along with the Western Breakwater, an integrated system that works to calm
waves and reduce the energy of ocean currents within the port, providing a safe and stable environment for
ship berths and cargo handling.

“The Western Breakwater: It is a huge rocky marine engineering structure, constructed on the western coast of
Al-Faw Port in Basra Governorate. It is approximately 16.5 kilometers long and was implemented by the South
Korean company Daewoo. The breakwater was designed to be a barrier to waves and ocean currents coming
from the west, providing a stable navigation environment within the port basins. The Guinness Book of World
Records listed it as the longest breakwater in the world, with a length of 14.5 km upon completion.

The Horn of Africa is a geographical region located in the east of the African continent, extending like a protrusion (a tongue or

arm extending from the land into the water) resembling a horn towards the southern Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. The region
includes several countries, including: Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Djibouti. It is considered one of the most important strategic
regions in the world due to its supervision of one of the most prominent international waterways, represented by the Bab al-
Mandab Strait. The region is distinguished by the intertwining of its geopolitical, security, and economic dimensions, in addition
to its connection to global trade and energy routes.
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