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Private Military Companies, This study examines the expanding role of Private Military and Security
PMSCs, Privatization of Companies (PMSCs) in advancing the strategic interests of major powers
Violence, Hybrid Warfare within the contemporary international system. It argues that PMSCs

have evolved beyond their traditional auxiliary and technical functions
to become influential non-state instruments used to achieve security,
political, and economic objectives, while minimizing the political and
legal costs associated with direct military intervention.

International Security, Great
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Accepted:5/3/2026 Relations theories, the study integrates selected case studies from the
Available:22/6/2026 United States, Russia, and various African contexts. These cases

demonstrate how PMSCs—such as groups linked to entities like Wagner
Group—nhave been utilized to project influence, manage conflicts, and
secure economic interests in strategically significant regions.

The findings indicate that the growing reliance on PMSCs reflects a
broader transformation in the instruments of power and a shift toward
the privatization of violence. This trend raises critical legal, ethical, and
accountability challenges, highlighting the urgent need for binding
international regulatory frameworks and more effective oversight
mechanisms to govern their activities.
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